The status of laparoscopic surgery in Australia.
Laparoscopic surgery continues to evolve and to offer major potential for achieving benefits to patients and to health care providers because of decreased morbidity. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy has diffused rapidly and widely. However, the spread of other minimal access surgery methods has been more gradual, reflecting uncertainties as to the degree of benefit and rate of change of technology. Firm evidence of efficacy and costs of the new methods is still limited, and a number of organisational issues continue to demand attention.